SYMPTOMS IN DIAGNOSIS by unknown
A few Americanisms (such as "repetitious" for "repeated") are redeemed by occasional vivid
phrases. Thlus, of alcohol :-"It enables one to face life temporarily on a inore or less subcortical
level."
There are numerous plates from t photographs of distinguished American (and one or twvo other)
scientists and there are many goo(d illustrations in the text. IThe book is w!'ell produced, and, in
spite of sonme faults, creates a favour-able impression. It can be recommiiiiended both to students
anld to clinicianis. E. 13. C. M.
PATHOLOGY OF TIHE NERVOUS SYSTEM: A Student's Introduction. By
J. Henry Biggart, C.B.E., M.D., D.Sc., with foreword by Professor A.
Murray Drennan, M.D., F.R.C.P.(Ed.), F.R.S.(Ed.). Second Edition. 1949.
Pp. 345. 232 illustrations and 10 coloured plates. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstolne. 21s.
IN spite of requests to (levelop and enllarge the scope of his hook, the author has happily pre-
serve(l the plan of the first edition and it remains an introductory work fol- the use of students.
This (loes not imply that it is of value only to undergraduates. Far from, it. Students of all
degrees and ages can peruse it wvith profit and find much of interest in its pages, for it is not
merely a compilation of other w -or-kers' viewvs and observations, but is mainly and essentially
based on the author's own work. rhe illustrations are particularly valuable, as rarely can such
clear and(i excellently reproduced half-tone illustrations be seen in the literature of the subject.
They are a testimony to the skill of the photographers and the engraver. Tfhe colouLr plates are
outstanding.
A world-famous pathologist has stated that Professor Biggart's volume is unsurpassed as one
of the shorter treatises on the subject, and with this opinion the reviewer wholeheartedly agrees.
This volume would hiave been welcomed by him in the days when he was fil-st struggling in that,
at the time, little-explored fiel(d of neuro-pathology. P. A. C.
SYMPTOMS IN DIAGNOSIS. By J. C. Meakins, C.B.E., M.D., D.Sc., LL.D.
Pp. 542. BailliEre, Tindall & Cox. 22s. 6d.
THIS volume covers a great deal of ground, a(ld the section dealing wvith psychiatric symptoms
in practice is welcome, though at times seems to be written less from the practice angle than the
academic one. Short guides to symptoms and systems not usually dealt with in medical text-books,
such as the skin, ear, nose, and throat, occur. Considerable space is devoted to the section on
ophthalmology, whereas there are only a mere thirty-eight pages given to the cardio-vascular
diseases. Again, there is some confusion in the separation of symptomatology in the various
sections, blood diseases being discussed in the section on dermatology, as are also various endocrine
disturbances.
In spite of these defects, it is felt that this book wvill prove of much value to general practitioners,
owing to the immense variety of facts contained in it. A. R. L.
PENICILLIN AND OTHER ANTIBIOTi CS. By G. W. S. Andrews and J.
Millar. 1949. London: Todd Publishing Group Ltd. Pp. 160. Seven, Line
Diagrams and Seven Illustrations. 7s. 6d.
I'His slhot-t monograph comes f-oin the Wr-ight Flemning Institute of Microbiology, vith an
introductionl by Sir A. Fleming. It is designecl to give a brief scientific survey of' a subject about
wvhich a very gr-eat mrass of literature hals been publishe.d.
The authors have divide(d the book into four parts. The first deals with antibiotics in generdl,
and beginning with anti-bacterial chemical substances it goes on to discuss the sources of antibiotics,
their chemical nature, mechanisms of anti-bacterial action, isolation, identification, purification, an(d
plharniiacology. Incidentally, it is interesting to note that the term "antibiosis" wvas first introduced
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